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To everyone navigat-

ing these corridors
of learning, There’s a
unique rhythm to stu-
dent life, isn’'t there?
It’s a blend of the pre-
dictable and the pro-
foundly unexpected.
We arrive with Inten-
tions, with syllabi and
expectations, but the
true education often

unfolds in the

\¢

knowledge

spaces between the lec-
tures. It’s in the hurried
hallway conversations
that clarify a complex
theory, the shared piz-
Za over a group proj-
ect that forges unex-
pected bonds, or the
solitary walk across
campus at dusk that al-
lows thoughts to settle.
This period is a cru-

cible. Were not just

=

fwlfw%@ow%;lféw we] 1)

Olns b

-

absorbing information;
were forging ourselves.
We learn to wrestle with
ambiguity, to find our
voice in a sea of opin-
ions, and to stand firm
in our convictions after
diligent  exploration.
There will be moments
of exhilarating clarity,
where a concept illumi-

nates itself, and equally,

moments of daunting
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confusion, where the path for-
ward seems obscured. Both
are vital. The struggle is where
resilience is built, where the
muscle of intellectual and per-
sonal fortitudeis strengthened.
Its in these challenges that
we often discover capabilities
we never knew we possessed.
Consider the sheer diversity
of minds gathered here. Each
person carries a unique histo-
ry, a distinct perspective, a dif-
ferent constellation of dreams

and anxieties. This is our

\0
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community - a
microcosm of
the world, of-
fering an un-
paralleled op-
portunity  to
learn not just
from each oth-
er, but about
each other.
How easy it is
to become ab-
sorbed in our

own trajectory,

A
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to see others
as mere fellow
travelers  on
parallel paths.
But the magic
truly happens
when we pause,
when we bridge
the  distance
with a question,
a shared glance
of understand-
ing, or an offer

of genuine

e

i S

support. These
acts of connec-
tion, seemingly
small, are the
bedrock of a
supportive and
enriching envi-
ronment. They
remind us that
while our indi-
vidual journeys
are paramount,
we are not

walking them

4 L

2

alone.

And let’s talk
about the art of

paying
tion. In a world

atten-

clamoring for
our focus, the
deliberate act
of presence -
truly listening
to a professor,
engaging fully
in a discussion,

or simply
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noticing the changing sea-

sons on campus — is a radical
act. It’s in these moments of
mindfulness that we harvest
the subtler lessons: the nu-
ances of human interaction,
the beauty in the mundane,
the quiet inspiration that can
strike anywhere. It's also in
these moments that we can
begin to understand our own
internal compass, recogniz-
ing what truly ignites our

passion and what drains our

energy. The future, of course,
looms large. It’s a landscape
were actively shaping with
every assignment completed,
every skill honed, every con-
nection made. The anxieties
about what comes next are
real, but they need not over-
shadow the potent possibili-
ty of now. What we cultivate
here — our intellect, our em-
pathy, our tenacity - are the
tools we will carry forward.

Let this time be not just about

\Y
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preparing for a future
life, but about active-
ly living and learning
in the present, build-
ing a foundation of
wisdom and character
that will serve us, and
hopefully the world,

for years to come.

A
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The celebrations and
calendareventsofevery
country are a complete
mirror reflecting the
cultural identity, rich
history,and deepbeliefs
of that nation. These
events are not only an
opportunity to honor
the past and pass down
values to future gen-

erations but also play

Y¢

Nigeria’s
Festivals

S loRodils 5wl )17 (S gl

significant role in  historical events of
strengthening  social the land, encompass a

cohesion and show-
casing cultural diver-
sity. Meanwhile, Nige-
ria hosts a remarkable
collection of tradition-
al and modern cere-
monies and festivities.
These occasions, root-

ed in ethnic traditions,

religiousbeliefs,andthe

wide spectrum ranging
from ancient rites to
contemporary nation-
al celebrations. Next,
we will discuss some
of the most promi-
nent festivals and oc-
casions in Nigeria.
1)Independence Day:

Celebrated annually on

October 1, it commem
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-orates Nigerias indepen-

dence.

2) Christian Holidays: Cel-
ebrations like Christmas are
observed by many.

3) Islamic Holidays: Festi-
vals such as Eid are marked
throughout the year.

4) Durbar Festival: Fea-
tures colorful horsemen pay-
ing homage to the Emir in
Northern Nigerian states like
Katsina and Kano.

1. Nigeria's Independence

¢

Day is indeed celebrated an-
nually on October 1. This
significant national holiday
commemorates Nigeria’s
independence from Brit-
ish colonial rule, which was
achieved in October 1, 1960.
Key Facts About Nigeria's
Independence Day:

Date: October 1 annually
Significance: Marks Nige-
ria's independence from Brit-

ish rule in 1960.
Celebrations: Typically in

Yo
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clude parades, cultural events, and
patriotic displays across the coun-
try.

It's a day of national pride for Ni-
gerians, reflecting on the country's
history and achievements.

The “Durbar Festival” is a vibrant
and culturally rich event in North-
ern Nigeria, particularly in states
like “Katsina” and “Kano” Niger
State.

Key Aspects of the Durbar Festival:

Horsemanship: Colorful horsemen

showcase impressive riding skills.

\l
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Homage to the Emir: Participants
pay respects to traditional rulers
(Emirs).
Cultural Display: Reflects tradi-
tions of Hausa/Fulani heritage.
Music and Pageantry: Includes
traditional music and visual spec-
tacle.

Significance
Cultural Pride: Highlights North-
ern Nigeria's rich traditions.
Tourism: Attracts visitors interest-
ed in Nigeria's cultural diversity.
Tradition: Connects to historical

practices of Hausa kingdoms.

T,

=

o
-
o gt

»:,,c-i

e

Lt

pes L}

¢

e
UX}VC//

A



1Sk,

plludl pehgle coy Lebl nllall oy alSdiils g gaudiils g g

Sk
ReS

Islamic holidays are a significant
part of Nigeria's cultural landscape,
especially considering the country's
substantial Muslim population. Two
major Islamic festivals stand out
"Eid al-Fitr" and "Eid al-Adha".

Key Islamic Holidays:

Eid al-Fitr: Celebrates the end of
Ramadan, the holy month of fasting.
It's a time of feasting, charity, and
family gatherings.

Eid al-Adha: Known as the Festival
of Sacrifice, commemorates Prophet
Ibrahim's willingness to sacrifice his
son. It involves animal sacrifices and

charitable acts.

YA

. ) .
”,,“4 J" 23 A /

Significance in Nigeria
Cultural Importance: These festi-
vals are widely observed in Nigeria's
Muslim communities.

Community Gatherings: Eid cele-
brations often involve prayers, food
sharing, and social visits.
Charitable Aspects: Emphasis on
giving to those in need is a key part
of these celebrations.

Dates Can Vary Islamic holidays
follow the lunar Islamic calendar,
so dates on the Gregorian calendar
change annually.

These festivals showcase the rich and
complex Nigerian identity, inspiring

admiration from all.
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Haféz de Shiraz: Poete mys-
tique et voix intemporelle de
la Perse

Chaque année, le 12 octobre,
I’Iran célebre la Journée de Hafez,
un hommage national rendu a I’un
des plus grands poctes lyriques et
mystiques de la littérature persane
Khwaja Shams-od-Din Moham-
mad Hafez-e Shirazi, connu sim-
plement sous le nom de Hafez.
Un pocte enracine dans le cceur de
la culture iranienne:

N¢ a Shiraz au XIVe siecle (vers

1315-1390), Hafez est I’auteur

oy A8l Hpe

S 3k S g oo byl S gmiilS
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du Divan, un recueil de ghazals
(formes poétiques lyriques persan-
es) qui continue d’inspirer poetes,
mystiques, philosophes et lecteurs
du monde entier. Hafez n’est pas
seulement une figure litteraire : 1l
est une presence vivante dans
la vie quotidienne des Iraniens.
Ses vers sont souvent récités

lors de fétes, de cérémonies

35 U//!/;Ebz://u’(ﬁ:!d/

spirituelles ou méme con-

sultés pour la divination (fal-e
Hafez), un rituel populaire en
Iran.

Une poé¢sie entre amour, vin et
verite divine:

Les poemes de Hafez sont rich-
es de symbolisme soufi : le vin,
la taverne, le bien-aimé(e), le

jardin — autant d’1mages am
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Q)

bivalentes qui disent autant
I’amour terrestre que la quéte
mystique de Dieu. Son style
uniqueallie éléganceclassique,
profondeur philosophique et
critiques subtiles des hypocri-
sies religieuses et sociales de
son €poque.

Comme 1’a écrit Goethe, ad-
mirateur fervent de Hafez:

« Hafez, tum’as ravi. Tu as os¢
ce que peu d’hommes osent —
¢tre libre dans un monde rem-

pli de chaines. » La Journée de

A
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Hafez: un hommage vivant:

A Shiraz, au tombeau de Hafez
(Hafezieh), des milliers de
personnes se reunissent le 12
octobre pour lui rendre hom-
mage. Lectures poétiques, con-
certs traditionnels, conférenc-
es littéraires et moments de
recueillement marquent cette
journée. C’est un moment fort
ou la poésie devient un pont
entre le passé et le présent, en-
tre 1’1ndividuel et ’universel.
Hafez et le monde franco-
phone:

Depuis le XIXe siecle, Hafez

£y

& s S8

d o ¢

est traduit en {francais par
des orientalistes tels que
Charles-Henri de Fouchécour,
Joseph-Charles Mardrus ou
encore Gilbert Lazard. Ses
poemes résonnent avec les sen-
sibilités philosophiques et lit-
téraires occidentales, en par-
ticulier dans les domaines du
mysticisme, du romantisme et
de la quéte de liberteé intérieure.
un pocte pour tous les temps:

Hafez reste un symbole de re-
sistance spirituelle, de beauté
langagicre et de sagesse intem-

porelle. Dans un monde souvent
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troublé, sa poésie offre un refuge, une lumiere, une invitation a

I’amour, a la liberté et a la connaissance de soi.
Si ce Turc de Shiraz prend mon cceur dans sa main,
Je donnerai pour son grain de beauté 1'Inde, Samarcande et
Boukhara.

Verse encore du vin, 0 échanson, car jamais au paradis
Tu ne trouveras le bord du Roknabad ni la promenade du
Mosalla.

Hélas, ces bohémiens espiegles, doux fauteurs de troubles,

Ont ravi ma patience comme les Turcs pillent un festin.

£y



2
o

M,\;\Sw

plludl pehgle coy Lebl nllall oy alSdiils g gaudiils g g

Sk S g gl )5 gomiild

Obuslis! faf

A 4

Sk S g gl S gomiild

\ Oudlis! o ﬁ

The Silk Road and Afghanistan's
role in cultural exchange

History of the Silk Road:
The Silk Road is one of the most
important historical trade and
cultural routes in the world,
connecting great civilizations.
It was officially established
around the second century BC

during the Han dynasty in Chi

¢¢

na. Of course, before that, peo-
ple traded goods through vari-
ous paths, but the Silk Road was
more organized and had a much
greater impact. This route was
not only for transporting goods
like silk, spices, tea, and fabric

but also for exchanging ideas,
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knowledge, and religions. Bud-

dhism, Islam, and Christianity, for
instance, spread along this route.

Interestingly, inventions like pa-
per and gunpowder moved from
China to the West, while medical
knowledge and architecture trav-
eled from the West to the East.
These exchanges brought commu-
nities closer and fostered cultural
interactions. The Silk Road was

influenced at different times

by major empires like Persia,
Rome, and the Mongols—each
gaining benefits along the way. It
was more than a trade route; it
was a bridge that connected peo-
ple and cultures, and its influence
can still be seen today.

The Silk Road is one of the most
important and historical routes
of trade and culture in the world,
connecting great civilizations. The

route was formally established

¢0
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around the second century BC, during the
Han dynasty in China. Of course, before
that, there were ways that people used to
trade and exchange goods, but the Silk
Road was much more structured, and the
impact was much greater.

This route was not just for moving goods
like silk, spices, tea, and cloth, but also
ideas, knowledge, and even religions.
Buddhism, Islam, and Christianity, for
example, spread in this way. Interesting-
ly, inventions like paper and gunpowder
went from China to the West, and medical
knowledge and architecture went from the

West to the East. These exchanges brought

many communities closer together and

&1
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made cultures interact.
Connecting countries and
regions:

The Silk Road was a connecting
point connecting China to other
regions of Asia, the Middle East,
Europe, and even North Africa.
It started in China and reached
[ran, India, and the Middle East
through Central Asia. Afghan-
istan was also a hotspot on the

route because of its special

location. The country acted like

a bridge connecting East and
West.

Cities such as Balkh, Herat, Ka-
bul, and Kandahar in Afghan-
istan were the main stations of
commercial convoys. These cit-
ies were not just commercial cen-
ters, but also places of exchange
of ideas and cultures. Caravans
not only transported goods, but

also carried ideas and knowledge
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from one region to another.
Which countries would benefit
from the Silk Road?
The Silk Road had great benefits for
many countries and civilizations.
China, as the starting point of this
path, made a lot of money from silk
exports and luxury goods, and its
economy was getting stronger. In-
dia also found large markets with
its spices, precious stones, and fab-
rics. Iran was a key route because
of its position between East and
West, and it would both make a lot

of money and increase its power. In

EA

the West, the Roman Empire and

Byzantium were among the main
customers of eastern goods. They
loved luxury goods like silk and
spices coming from the East. Later,
the Islamic caliphate used this path,
both for trade and for the spread of
culture and knowledge. Many small

and large cities also benefited along
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the way, because caravans stopped
there, and that stop boosted trade and
cultural interaction.
Afghanistan's interests in the Silk
Road:

Afghanistan was one of the countries
that benefited a lot from the Silk Road
because of its special position. This
country, which was right in the mid-
dle of the East-West Road, acted like
a connecting point. Cities like Balkh,
Herat, and Kabul were important cen-
ters of trade, and goods like precious
stones, carpets, and agricultural prod-
ucts were sent from here to the rest of

the world. But Afghanistan's interest
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was not just economic. The coun-
try was also very influential cul-
turally. Various religions, such
as Buddhism, Zoroastrianism,
Islam, and Hinduism, arrived in
Afghanistan this way.

This cultural diversity made Af-
ghanistan a center of cultural ex-
change. In addition, new knowl-

edge and technologies entered.

-‘F- |

Afghanistan through this path
and contributed to the country's
progress.

The Silk Road made Afghanistan
not only a commercial country
but also a cultural bridge in his-
tory. This path has had a great
impact on Afghanistan's econ-
omy, culture, and even identity,

leaving a valuable legacy.
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The seventh
dormitory
gathering

Event Summary:
On 21st of October 2025 the Hos-
tel of Ahlulbayt International Uni-
versity hosted the 7th Dormmates
Gathering, an energetic evening
that united students from multiple
countries in music, food, friend-
ly contests, and shared stories.
The program fostered cultural ex-
change and strengthened commu-

nal bonds among residents, leaving

S )L pags

S lorodids y il )15 S gl

e

participants with vivid memories
and new friendships.
Program Details:

o Traditional singing and local
music: Performers presented songs
and instrumental pieces from their
native countries, moving the au-
dience between quiet, reflective
moments and joyful, rhythmic dis-
plays. Solo and group acts show-

cased linguistic and musical

00
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diversity, eliciting warm applause
and spontaneous sing alongs.

Egg Cooking: Contest and com-
munal sharing: Several teams
competed in a lighthearted cu-
linary challenge that celebrated
creativity as much as taste. Dish-
es ranged from classic omelets to
inventive fusion plates, judged on
flavor, presentation, and original-
ity. After judging, all prepared egg
dishes were shared among attend-

ees, turning competition into a

01

communal tasting that encour-
aged conversation and cultural ex-

change.
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Tug of War Contest: Teams faced
off in a spirited Tug of War that
combined strength, strategy, and

team spirit. The match generated
loud encouragement, good na-
tured teasing, and several dramat-
ic comebacks, becoming one of
the night's most talked about mo-
ments.

Birthday Cake Cutting Ceremo-
ny: The evening included a cake
cutting to celebrate residents with
birthdays in October. The group
gathered around the cake to sing
and congratulate the celebrants,

*3,,;4 fuﬂK'i’ ﬁ g‘f/))q‘:;f zJ//

then continued the celebration to-
gether, reinforcing a sense of fami-
ly within the hostel community:.

Atmosphere and Participation:
The hostel spaces were transformed
into a welcoming festival environ-
ment with improvised seating,
simple decorations, and small food
stations. Attendance was broad and
diverse; students moved easily be-
tween performing, spectating, and
socializing. Laughter, applause,
shared plates, and conversations

about home cultures threaded

through the evening, producing an

OY
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atmosphere of warmth and inclusion.
Impact and Observations:
Community cohesion: The event
strengthened interpersonal ties and
reduced cultural distance among res-
idents.
Cultural appreciation: Performances
and shared meals deepened mutu-
al understanding and respect for di-
verse traditions.
Student engagement: The mix of per-
formances, competitions, commu-
nal dining, and birthday celebration
revealed hidden talents and encour-
aged wide participation.
Memorable outcomes: Attendees left
with new contacts, recipes, shared

memories, and a stronger sense of

belonging.
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TheImpactof Artificial

Intelligence on Society
and Employment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has rap-
idly transformed from a concept in
science fiction to a powerful force
shaping the twenty-first century.
It refers to the ability of machines
and computer systems to perform
tasks that usually require human
intelligence, such as problem solv-
ing, decision-making, language
processing, and learning. The rise
of Al has been so influential that
many scholars call it the “Fourth

Industrial Revolution,” following

thd-\
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the earlier revolutions of steam,

electricity, and digital technology:.

The impact of Al on society and
employment is a matter of global
concern. On the one hand, it has
opened new horizons for inno-
vation, efliciency, and economic
growth. On the other hand, it has
also raised fears of unemployment,
inequality, and ethical challenges.
This article aims to provide a bal-
anced discussion on how Al is af-

fecting different areas of society, its
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role in transforming the job market, the opportunities it brings, and the
challenges we must address.
Al and Society

Artificial Intelligence has entered almost every part of human life. From
healthcare to education, and from transportation to entertainment, it has
reshaped how people live, work, and interact.

Healthcare: Al systems are revolutionizing medicine by detecting dis-
eases earlier and more accurately. For example, Al can analyze X-rays
and MRI scans faster than human doctors, often identifying small pat-
terns that might go unnoticed. Personalized medicine, where treatment

is designed according to a patient’s genetic profile, is also being enhanced

Y



A

%\S@

pllull pehle =y Lol nllall 2y olSidsils oy goudiils ag gl

4

1 .4(
9
£
7

'
i
o i

by Al These innovations save lives
and reduce medical costs.
Education: In classrooms, Al is
helping students learn more eftec-
tively. Platforms like digital tutor-
ing systems, ChatGPT, and adap-
tive learning software provide
customized learning experiences.
Teachers can also use Al tools to
identify weak areas in students’ per-
formance, making education more
efficient and inclusive.
Transportation: Self-driving cars,
drones, and smart traffic systems
are transforming how people move

from one place to another.

@ JG':’.U/O/J o J}f/.i“zuy J-

Al IN DAILY LIFE

Applications of Artificial Intelligence

Involvement in
Travel Applications
07

U 04
Improve
the Online
Shopping

Companies such as Tesla and Goo-

gles Waymo are testing vehicles
that can drive without human con-
trol. In the future, this may reduce
accidents, fuel consumption, and
traffic congestion.

Daily Life: Many peoplearealready
surrounded by Al without realizing
it. Voice assistants like Siri and Al-

exa, recommendation systems on

1\
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YouTube and Netflix, and person-

alized shopping on Amazon are
all Al-driven. These systems make
daily activities more convenient but
also raise concerns about privacy
and over-dependence on technol-
ogy.

Ethical Concerns: While Al
brings convenience, it also raises
questions about ethics. Issues such
as data privacy, surveillance, algo-
rithmic bias, and lack of account-

ability remain serious challenges.

¢

For instance, if an Al-powered
self-driving car causes an accident,
who is responsible—the program-
mer, the manufacturer, or the user?
Such dilemmas show that society
must be cautious and thoughtful in
adopting Al
Al and Employment

Perhaps the most debated aspect
of Al is its impact on employment.
The modern workplace is being re-
shaped by automation, robotics,

and machine learning.
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Automation Replacing Jobs: Many

traditional jobs, especially those
involving repetitive tasks, are in-
creasingly performed by machines.
In factories, robots can assem-
ble cars and electronics faster and
with fewer errors than humans.
Call centers now use Al chatbots
to answer customer queries, reduc-
ing the need for large human staff.
Similarly, transport industries may
see massive job losses if self-driv-

ing trucks replace human drivers.

Job Creation: Despite these
threats, Al is also creating new
types of jobs. Data scientists, Al
engineers, cybersecurity special-
ists, and robotics technicians are in
high demand. Entirely new indus-
tries are emerging around Al tech-
nology, from autonomous vehicles
to medical robotics. According to
the World Economic Forum, Al
may create more jobs than it elim-

inates by 2030, but the challenge is

whether workers can adapt to these

10
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new roles.

Skills Gap: The major challenge
is not simply job loss but the mis-
match of skills. Workers who lose
their jobs in traditional industries
may not easily transition into new
Al-related roles. This makes educa-
tion, reskilling, and lifelong learn-
ing essential for the future work-
force. Universities, governments,
and companies need to collaborate
to prepare workers for Al-driven
economies.

Case Studies: Amazon warehous-
es use thousands of robots to move
goods, making the supply chain

faster but reducing the need for

A}
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human labor. At the same time,
these warehouses have also hired
more technicians and Al supervi-
sors. In the healthcare sector, ro-
bots can assist with surgeries, but
skilled doctors are still needed for
complex decision-making. These
examples show that AI does not
simply replace humans; it trans-
forms the way humans and ma-
chines work together.
Opportunities Brought by AI

Al is not only a challenge but also
an opportunity. Its applications
can lead to significant benefits for
economies and societies.

Increased Productivity: Al systems

@ JG::U.’*“V/J o J}f/“f"zgy J-

Jobs Lost vs Jobs Created
By Al In 2025

100 million
75 million

50 million

25 million

0 million
Jobs Lost Jobs Created

can analyze massive amounts of
data within seconds, helping busi-
nesses make better decisions and
reduce waste.

Innovation: Startups are using Al
to create new products and ser-
vices, from smart home devices
to Al-powered medical diagnosis

tools.

Y
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Government and Policy: Al helps
governments in planning cities,
predicting climate change impacts,
and improving security systems.

Human-AlI Collaboration: Rath-
er than replacing humans, Al often
complements them. For example,
AT can assist doctors in diagnosis
while doctors make the final deci-
sions. This human-AI partnership
has the potential to produce the

best outcomes.

A

Challenges of AI

While Al brings opportunities, the
risks and challenges must not be
ignored.

Unemployment Risks: Workers
in low-skilled jobs face the highest
risk of losing employment to ma-
chines. This could increase social
inequality.

Economic Inequality: Countries
and companies with advanced Al

will grow richer, while those with
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out access may fall further behind.

Dependence on Machines: Over-reliance on Al could weaken human cre-
ativity and critical thinking.

Lack of Regulation: Currently, there are few global rules controlling the
ethical use of Al. Without proper regulation, Al could be misused in sur-
veillance, military applications, or spreading misinformation.

Artificial Intelligence is neither purely a blessing nor a curse. It is a power-
ful tool that can be used for progress or harm, depending on how society
chooses to adopt it. While Al is transforming society by making life more
convenient, efficient, and innovative, it is also changing the job market in
ways that demand careful planning.

The challenge is to ensure that workers are not left behind. Reskilling pro-
grams, stronger education systems, and global cooperation on Al ethics are
essential steps. Governments, companies, and individuals must work to-
gether to make sure that Al empowers humans rather than replaces them.
In the end, the question is not whether Al will change society and employ-
ment—it already has. The real question is whether we are ready to adapt

and ensure that these changes bring positive outcomes for everyone.

14
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